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Virginia Department of Historic Resources 
PIF Resource Information Sheet  

 
This information sheet is designed to provide the Virginia Department of Historic Resources with the necessary data to be able 
to evaluate the significance of the property for possible listing in the Virginia Landmarks Register and the National Register of 
Historic Places.  This is not a formal nomination, but a necessary step in determining whether or not the property could be 
considered eligible for listing.  Please take the time to fill in as many fields as possible.   A greater number of completed fields 
will result in a more timely and accurate assessment. Staff assistance is available to answer any questions you have in regards to 
this form. 
 

General Property Information For Staff Use Only 

DHR ID #: 043-0041 

 
Property Name(s): 

 
Farmer‟s Rest, Coxley, Henry Cox Home, Stennett Farm, Bullington Plantation or Estate 

 
Property Date(s): 

 
1825 

 
Circa  Pre  Post 

 
Open to Public? 

 
Yes Limited No 

 
Property Address: 

 
9341 Varina Rd 

 
City: 

 
Henrico 

 
Zip: 

 
23231 

 
County or Ind. City: 

 
Henrico 

 
USGS Quad(s): 

 
Dutch Gap 

 

Physical Character of General Surroundings 
 
 
Acreage: 

 
26  

 
Setting (choose one): Urban  Town  Village Suburban  Rural  Transportation Corridor   

 
Site Description Notes/Notable Landscape Features:   The home is situated at the end of a long wooded driveway creating a 
private setting.  There are 3 original (plantation) outbuildings remaining and several large old trees surrounding the house.  It is 
situated on a 12 acre parcel with an additional 14 acre field behind the home. The setting is very tranquil. 

 
Secondary Resource Description (Briefly describe any other structures (or archaeological sites) that may contribute to the 
significance of the property:   Three remaining original outbuildings 1). A workshop/smokehouse and 2). Chicken coop 3). 
Hayshed.  These were part of original plantation.  According to historical documents, a barn, carriage house and slave quarters 
existed but have all collapsed.  Documents indicate the barn and carriage house collapsed and were removed in 1959.  The slave 
quarters was standing (see photos) as late as 1976, but is no longer on the property. 
  
 
 
 
Ownership Category: 

 
    Private          Public-Local          Public-State          Public-Federal 

 

Individual Resource Information 

 
What was the historical use of this resource?  Examples include: Dwelling, Grist Mill, Bridge, Store, Tobacco Barn, etc…  
 
Main dwelling.  Historical documents indicate that Union soldiers used this farm as a hospital and camping ground during the 
Civil War.  Outbuildings include a workshop/smokehouse, chicken coop and hayshed . 

 
What is the current use? (if other than the historical use) 

 
Private home 
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Architectural style or elements of styles: 

 
Unusual cross-hall (versus center hall) plan. Double parlors, original trim, late federal 
mantels with colonettes, open string dogleg stairs with turned federal newel, 
unusually configured recessed panel doors, plaster cornices; formally marbelized 
baseboards and grained doors (now painted).  Partially above ground basement 
formally used as kitchen, living quarters. 
 
Workshop.smokehouse has dovecotes in eaves, hipped roof, dogtrot plan, beaded 
siding.  Close studding for smokehouse portion only, raised attic with central door 
for access to loft. 

 
Architect, builder, or original owner: 

 
Bullington Estate 

 
# of stories 

 
2 

 
Condition: 

 
Excellent Good Fair Deteriorated Poor Ruins Rebuilt  Renovated  

Home is in good condition. Outbuildings are in poor condition  

 
Are there any known threats to this property? 

 
Continued decay and significant repair costs.  The home has been vacant for 6 
years and was even burglarized. The well requires replacement.  Major 
foundation (repointing) work necessary. New home development on adjacent 
property (40 homes) 

 
 

Resource Component Information 
Please answer the following questions regarding the individual components of the resource.  If the component does not exist, 
answer “n/a.”  If you feel uncomfortable in answering the question, please leave the space blank.  Photographs of the features 
can also help our staff identify specific feature components.  Usually, priority is given to describing features on the primary 
(front) facade of the structure. 
 

Foundation: Describe the foundation that supports the structure.  Examples include piers, continuous brick, poured concrete. 
Continuous brick   

Structure: Describe the primary structural component of the resource.  Include primary material used.  Examples include log, 
frame (sawn lumber), and brick.   Also include the treatment, such as a particular brick bond or type of framing, if known. 
Frame, raised basement with  3 course American bond, 3-bay front, cross hall plan backed by double parlors, hipped roof, semi-
exterior side chimney‟s 

Walls:  Describe the exterior wall covering such as beaded weatherboard or asbestos shingles. 
Aluminum siding covering wood weather boarding.  Renovation plans will remove siding and restore wood siding.  
Early cast iron gutter spouts with half-moon designs 
. 

Windows:  Describe the number, material, and form of the primary windows.  This includes the number of panes per sash, what 
the sashes are made of, and how the sashes operate (are they hinged or do they slide vertically) Have the windows been replaced? 
20 original (or very old) wood framed windows (6 over 6 panes) in good condition.  Additional 12 windows in basement (wood, 3 
over 3 panes) in poor condition. 

Porch: Briefly describe the primary (front) porch.  List the primary material, shape of the porch roof, and other defining details.  
Original front porch not existing , 2 side porches are reconstructions (see photo of picture of home with all 3 porches).  Current 
front stoop/steps are an addition.  Rear addition circa 1850 has two rooms (kitchen and bathroom) joined by a central screened 
in porch.  New owner  plans to restore front (west facing) porch. 

Roof:  Describe the roof, listing the shape and the covering material. 
Home – asphalt shingle replaced circa 2000 
Outbuildings have metal roofs.      
 

Chimney(s): List the number of chimneys and the materials used.  Include the brick bond pattern if possible. 
2 brick chimneys that have fireplaces in basement, first floor, and 2nd floor (6 fireplaces) 

 
 

Architectural Description of Individual Resource: (Please describe architectural patterns, types, features, additions, remodelings, 

or other alterations.  A sketch of the current floor plan would be appreciated) 
 
Unusual cross-hall (versus center hall) plan. Double parlors, original trim, late federal mantels with colonettes, open string dogleg 
stairs with turned federal newel, unusually configured recessed panel doors, plaster cornices and ceiling medallion; formally 
marbelized baseboards and grained doors.  Raised basement formally used as kitchen, living quarters.  Wall in interior hall has wall 
paper pulled back exposing the original dated signatures of wall paper hangers (1823, 1973) (see photo)  
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Significance Statement:  Briefly note any significant events, personages, and/or families associated with the property.  

(Detailed family genealogies are not necessary.)  Please list all sources of information.  It is not necessary to attach lengthy articles or 
genealogies to this form.  Normally, only information contained on this form will be posted for consideration by the State Review 
Board. 
 

The home itself is unique – potentially the only home of its floor plan remaining in the county.   The property 
is located in the heart of Civil War battlegrounds.  The house is close proximity to Fort Harrison and 
historical accounts of the Union Army attack and capture of Fort Harrison (September 29, 1864) map the 
original Confederate „exterior line‟ very close to the property.  (Henrico County Filed of Honor, Volume II, 
Louis H Manarin).  DHR files indicate that Union soldiers used the property as a hospital and camping 
ground during the Civil War.   
 
Until 1959, the home contained a ceiling wall paper designed by Joseph Dufour of Paris.  The wall paper, 
unlike any found in the United States, was installed in 1853 and removed in 1959 and was donated to the 
Valentine Museum in Richmond for preservation (see newspaper article). 
 
The property originally belonged to the Bullington family.  Nicholas Bullington, Sr – born Kidder master 
England 1597, died 1691 Henrico VA..  Nicholas and his son Robert were hatters (made hats). Nicholas 
Bullington Jr. secured a patent to 130 acres in Varina Parish in April 1690.  Subsequent generations of 
Nicholas‟s descendents include:  John Robert Bullington, Sr., John Robert Bullington Jr. (1705-1757), Josiah 
Bullington  (1733-1778),  Josiah Bullington II  (1757-1822).  Maria Lipscomb Bullington  (1812-1871), 
daughter of Josiah Bullington II,  was one of  9 children.  She  married William Jennings (1799-1853) – who is 
buried in Bullington Cemetery. They did not have children.  (http://bullington.tribalpages.com/family-
tree/bullington/581/830/Maria-BULLINGTON-Family) 
 
Bullington Cemetery (see following record) appears to be located on property – Dr. William D. Jennings 
gravesite b. 1799, died 1855. 
 
http://files.usgwarchives.net/va/henrico/cemeteries/bullingtn01.txt 
 
HENRICO:  CEMETERY RECORDS – BULLINGTON GRAVEYARD 

 

Contributed by:  Joan Renfrow 

 

NOTICE:  I have no relationship or further information in regards to this  

family.   

 

*************************************************************************** 

USGENWEB ARCHIVES(tm) NOTICE  

All documents placed in the USGenWeb Archives remain the property of the  

contributors, who retain publication rights in accordance with US Copyright  

Laws and Regulations. In keeping with our policy of providing free information  

on the Internet, these documents may be used by anyone for their personal  

research. They may be used by non-commercial entities so long as all notices  

and submitter information is included. These electronic pages may NOT be  

reproduced in any format for profit. Any other use, including copying files  

to other sites, requires permission from the contributors PRIOR to uploading  

to the other sites.  The submitter has given permission to the USGenWeb  

Archives to store the file permanently for free access. 

 

http://www.usgwarchives.net 

*************************************************************************** 

 

Source: Library of Virginia Digital Collection 

 

 

LVA Titled Files: Survey Report, The Bullington burying ground: 

                  1937 Nov. 1 
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                  Research made by Benjamin G. Garner 

 

Cemetery Location:  13.1 miles southeast of Richmond, Va., on Varina Road,  

                    thence east on private lane .4 mile, on the north side. 

                    Henrico County 

 

 

 

 

This plot is located on the old Bullington plantation, and about one hundred  

yards to the read of the house.  It is enclosed on three sides by an iron fence.   

The other side you enter through a grove of boxwood and cedar trees.  There is  

only one monument, two sides of which are inscribed. 

 

 

Sacred  

to the memory of 

William D. Jennings 

Born Dec. 12., 1799 

Died July 2nd., 1855 

I love thee and I feel 

That in the fountain of 

my heart a seal is set 

To keep its waters pure and bright. 

His bereaved widow has caused this monument 

to be erected to his memory as 

a testimonial of her love 

and conjugal affection. 

 

 

Ownership 
Part of original Bullington estate (1835)  
Henry Cox (1888) 
Seddon Aiken (1897) 
R.M. Stennett (1912) 
Robert Rose (1959) 
Dorothy Stopko 
Rhea Hale (2011) 
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Mr.     Mrs.   Dr.    
Miss    Ms.   Hon.  

 
Dorothy P. Stopko Trust 

 
      

                                                                                                    (Name)                                                                                              

4402 Locust Green Lane 
 

Mechanicsville 
(Firm) 

VA 
 

23116 
                                                (Address)                                                                                      

                        
 (City)                                          (State)                 (Zip Code)            

804-779-3356 
                                                           (Email Address)                                                                                   (Daytime telephone including area code) 

 

 
 
Please use the following space to explain why you are seeking an evaluation of this property. 

I am purchasing the home with the intent of remodeling and restoring it for use as my primary residence.  
The home needs substantial repairs and I am interested in the applying for the Rehabilitation Tax Credits to 
help offset costs of restoration.   

 
Would you be interested in the State and/or the Federal Rehabilitation Tax Credits? Yes    No  
Would you be interested in the easement program?   Yes    No  

Legal Owner(s) of the Property  (For more than one owner, please use a separate sheet.)   

 
Owner‟s Signature: 

  
Date: 

 
      

• • Signature required for processing all applications. • • 

 
In the event of corporate ownership you must provide the name and title of the appropriate contact person. 

Contact person: Shirley Griffey 

 
Daytime Telephone: 

 
(804 )   770-3356 

 

Applicant Information (Individual completing form if other than legal owner of property)  

Mr.     Mrs.   Dr.    
Miss    Ms.   Hon.  

 
Rhea Hale 

 
New owner of home as of 

October 31, 2011 
                                                                                                    (Name)                                                                                              

418 W. Broad St 
 

Richmond 
(Firm) 

VA 
 

23220 
                                                (Address)                                                                                      

rhea_hale@yahoo.com                   
 (City)                                          (State)                  (Zip Code)            

202-321-7382 
                                                           (Email Address)                                                                                   (Daytime telephone including area code) 

 
Applicant‟s Signature: 

   
Date: 

 
October , 2011 

Notification 
In some circumstances, it may be necessary for the department to confer with or notify local officials of proposed listings of 
properties within their jurisdiction.  In the following space, please provide the contact information for the local County 
Administrator or City Manager.   

 
Mr.     Mrs.   Dr.    
Miss    Ms.   Hon.  

 
Jim Donati 

 
Board of Supervisors 

  

Varina, Henrico County 
                           (Name)                                                                                (Position) 

PO Box 90775 

(Locality) 

Henrico 
VA  

23273 
            (Address) 

804-501-4208 
      (City) (State)           (Zip Code)        (Daytime telephone including area code) 


